
 
 
THE LICENSING ACT 2003 
– Planning as a responsible authority 
 
The Licensing Act 
 
The Licensing Act 2003 was approved by Parliament in July 2003, and the transition to this 
becoming law began on the 7th February 2005, with full implementation expected by November 
2005.  The overall aim of the Act is to modernise the legislation governing the sale and supply of 
alcohol and public entertainment licensing.  The Act will do this by transferring liquor licensing 
powers from the Magistrates’ Courts to Local Authorities, via the creation of ‘Licensing Authorities’. 
The current fixed hours when alcohol can be sold are also to be removed so that licence 
applicants can request their own hours of operation.   
 
Licence Applications 
 
During a specified ‘transition period’ all existing licences for premises providing alcohol and/or 
public entertainment will need to be converted into a premises licence.  Those existing licence 
holders who wish to vary their existing licence terms (e.g. extend their hours of operation), will 
need to apply for both a ‘conversion’ of their existing licence, as well as a ‘variation’ to their 
licence. 
 
Planning as a responsible authority 
 
A number of specified ‘responsible authorities’ will be notified of all licence variations and new 
applications.  These responsible authorities include the police and fire department, as well as “the 
local planning authority within the meaning given by the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
(c.8) for any area which the premises are situated” 

Making representations 
 
Each responsible authority will be able to make representations regarding licence variations and 
new applications, as well as being able to call for reviews of existing licences.  Such 
representations will need to be made in relation to one or more of the four ‘licensing objectives’ 
which are: 
 
1. The prevention of crime and disorder 
2. Public safety 
3. The protection of children from harm 
4. The prevention of public nuisance 
 
 

 
* Care should be taken that existing law is not duplicated and that existing planning 
processes are not replicated.  For example conditions please refer to the government 
guidance on the Licensing Act (annex D2.H) 
 

 
example:  planning as a responsible authority may feel it pertinent to make a 
representation on licensing applications where the proposed use is prohibited by 
existing planning permission.  For example, a request for a liquor licence until 3 am for 
a property that has a restriction on planning permission that prevents use after 2 am. 

 
What do local authorities need to do now? 
 
Licensing authority officers and plan s need to discuss how they will jointly address the 
statutory requirements in the Licensi
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Useful links & contacts: 
 
The Government Department respo
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